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THE STEEPLE STORY 
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“Miss The Mark” 
 

I am not a math superstar and I am certainly not a 

professional wilderness guide, but I believe the 

following statement to be true to the best of my 

understanding.  If I begin walking east from Pascagoula 

and could continue right around the globe, near on 

24,000 miles, to return to Pascagoula and was just one 

degree off true east at the end of my journey, I would 

miss Pascagoula by 1617 miles.  I looked at a map.  One 

degree per thousand miles traveled puts me roughly 

twenty four degrees north of my intended destination.  

Just for a visual I plotted that on the map shown here. I 

would be in this very remote place called Big Trout 

Lake, Ontario, Canada.  One degree is hardly 

measurable; precise direction is required to arrive at the 

determined destination after crossing the horizon on this 

imagined journey. With one degree of imprecision, I 

would miss the mark-- huge. 

 

In the first chapter of John, we see an account of the 

Baptism of Christ.  John the Baptist is standing in the 

Jordan River. He is preparing the way for others as he 

has been called to do by God.  He looks up and sees 

Jesus, the object of his entire ministry, and boldly 

proclaims, “Here is the Lamb of God who takes away 

the sin of the world!” (John 1:29b).  What a 

proclamation!   

 

In the Old Testament (the Old Covenant) blood was 

required that a person be absolved of their sins.  This 

ceremony made them clean and able to receive all that 

God had for them. In the New Testament (the New 

Covenant), that blood has been paid through the 

crucifixion and resurrection of Jesus. We need only  

 

 

claim the gift, and we are absolved.  But life seems so 

much harder; Christianity seems more cumbersome than 

a simple acceptance of a free gift for absolution.  Why? 

 

I ask that all the time. Why does it seem so much 

harder?  Perhaps an answer can be found in a study of 

this one little line that John the Baptist has spoken.  

Maybe Jesus has given us a true gift in this line of 

scripture; a means by which we can make it in this life. 

 

Recall the words of John, “Here is the Lamb of God who 

takes away the sin of the world!”  Jesus is the sacrificial 

lamb that comes for us all. This is a basic teaching of 

Christianity that may have greater meaning.  The cost 

has been paid; Jesus has fulfilled the role of sacrifice, as 

the Lamb of God. 

 

There is more.  Jesus takes away the “sin” of the world.  

That word “sin”, I believe, is the reason we have such 

difficulty with life in Christ.  We hear a word like sin 

and we think immediately about how bad, wrong, or 
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broken we are.  We think of how we do not measure up.  

Interestingly that word sin comes from a Greek word 

that was used most often in archery competitions.  The 

Greek word is hamartia. Some of the translations for the 

words (there are several) are: “to be without a share”, “to 

miss the mark”, “to err, or be mistaken” and “to miss or 

wander from the path of uprightness”.  There seems to 

be an element of hope in this.  Unlike my immediate 

interpretation of sin as death and woeful disobedience, 

hearing that hamartia is closer to missing the mark or 

missing out on a share of what God has, helps soften the 

blow.  It does not lessen the shame of sin.  It might, 

however, allow hope to know that if I can keep on 

trying, keep on pursuing Christ with my whole heart I 

might draw nearer to the mark I am aiming for.  It will 

take great practice. But…practice makes perfect, right?  

 

Here is some information for us to consider taken from 

Ace Archers website: “How many arrows should you 

shoot a day? That depends on how badly you want to get 

better. If you want to be a “good” archer, someone who 

can put the arrow into the red/yellow all the time, then 

you need to shoot 4-5 times a week and shoot 80-100 

arrows per day. If you want to be a “great” archer, 

someone that can put the arrow into the yellow all the 

time, you need to shoot 100-120 arrows per day 5 times 

a week. If you want to be a “champion” archer, someone 

who can put the arrow into the 10 most of the time, you 

need to shoot 5 times a week with at least 120 arrows per 

day. If you live for being “Olympic” archer, then 

shooting 120-200 arrows per day 6 days a week is 

enough to easily make you a State Champion and in the 

top ten for National Champion.” 

http://www.acearchers.com/archery-form/how-many-

arrows-per-day  

 

If professionals need this kind of training, where might 

that leave us?  Well, practicing.  When you practice, are 

you perfect?  No.  When you practice, do you desire to 

do better before you just quit? Yes.  Can others help 

you? Yes.  I pray you are hearing the voice of God. Do 

not run, but try.  Do not quit, keep practicing.  “Do not 

feel hopeless, I am with you”, Christ might say as we 

ponder how to engage this practice--this training. Recall 

John 3:17- Jesus did not come to the world for 

condemnation but for salvation.  DON’T GIVE UP!   

 

If we find ourselves missing the mark, we should 

practice more and try harder.  We should ask for help, 

and surrender our imperfections to Christ who has come 

to save us all.  With his help, we can get better, and we 

can eventually draw nearer to the level of life Christ 

desires for us.  We need only commit to continuing the 

journey, to practicing.  So resolve this month to practice 

more and draw nearer to Christ’s target for our lives.  If 

you feel like you’ve already quit, come back to the 

practice range, the Church, and begin anew; it is 

allowed.  It is never too late to pick up good habits.  It is 

never too late to make a course correction in order to 

arrive at the intended destination.   
 

 

Preaching Series  

August 6-27, 2017 

A Month of Grace 

 

August 6 (Communion Sunday) 

Message: “The Power of Grace” 

Scripture: II Corinthians 12:9-10 

Reading: Psalm 147:1-6 

 

August 13 

Message: "Prevenient Grace, Unmerited Favor for All" 

Scripture: Matthew 8:5-13 

Reading: Psalm 136:1-3 & 23-26 

 

August 20 

Message: “The Justifying Grace Effect” 

Scripture: Ephesians 2:1-10 

Reading: Psalm 32:1-5 

 

August 27 

Message: “Sanctifying Grace, Christ Revealed Through You” 

Scripture: Romans 8:9-11 

Reading: Psalm 119:9-16 
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Aug 1 7:30a Men’s Bible Study at Sara Sue’s 

 9:00a Hilltoppers Coffee/Fellowship 

Aug 2 6:00p Bible Study-Animate Practices 

Aug 3 6:00p Volleyball 

Aug 5 9:00a Our Daily Bread Ministry 

Aug 6 9:45a Sunday School 

 11:00a Morning Worship 

 6:00p Worship Service in Upper Room 

Aug 8 7:30a Men’s Bible Study at Sara Sue’s 

 9:00a Hilltoppers Coffee/Fellowship 

Aug 9 6:00p Bible Study 

Aug 10 6:00p Volleyball 

Aug 13 8:30a Early Morning Service (Communion) 

 9:45a Sunday School 

 11:00a Morning Worship 

 6:00p Youth Activities 

Aug 14 6:00p NOW Meeting 

 7:00p Administrative Council Mtg. 

Aug 15 7:30a Men’s Bible Study at Sara Sue’s 

 9:00a Hilltoppers Coffee/Fellowship 

Aug 16 5:00p Dinner 

 6:00p Youth & Children’s Activities 

 6:00p NO Bible Study this evening 

Aug 17 6:00p Volleyball 

Aug 19 6:00p Tailgating/Mission’s Day 

Aug 20 9:45a Sunday School 

 11:00a Morning Worship 

 6:00p Worship Service in Upper Room 

Aug 22 7:30a Men’s Bible Study at Sara Sue’s 

 9:00a Hilltoppers Coffee/Fellowship 

Aug 23 5:00p Dinner 

 6:00p Youth & Children’s Activities 

 6:00p Bible Study 

Aug 24 6:00p Volleyball 

Aug 27 8:30a Early Morning Service (Communion) 

 9:45a Sunday School 

 11:00a Morning Worship 

 6:00p Youth Activities 

Aug 29 7:30a Men’s Bible Study at Sara Sue’s 

 9:00a Hilltoppers Coffee/Fellowship 

Aug 30 5:00p Dinner 

 6:00p Youth & Children’s Activities 

 6:00p  New Bible Series – title TBA 

Aug 31 6:00p Volleyball 

Sept 3 There will be no Youth in the evening due to 

 Labor Day weekend 

 

Aug 1 ..............Karan Ritter 

Aug 3 ..............Emma Ballas 

Aug 4 ..............Patricia Holder 

Aug 5 ..............Erin Riley 

Aug 6 ..............Sandy Overby 

 Chris Wiggins 

Aug 8 ..............Kim Crocker 

 Brice Wiggins 

Aug 9 ..............Van Riley 

Aug 11 ............Jamie Brister 

 Delores Carter 

 Kendall Dammen 

Aug 14 ............Judy Ros 

Aug 16 ............Brenda Divine 

 Jeffrey Eiland 

 Payton Hardy 

CALENDAR OF 

EVENTS 
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 Steve Haygood 

 Tim Ritter 

Aug 18 ............Wayne Currie 

 Shea Wilkerson 

Aug 19 ............Wesley Smith 

Aug 20 ............Jim Halbrook 

Aug 24 ............Avery Chapuis 

 Angela May 

Aug 25 ............Mark Ros 

 Alicia Wilkerson 

Aug 27 ............Jackie Morie 

Aug 29 ............Mike Overby 

Aug 31 ............Kaylynn Dammen 

 Mallory Green 

 

 

 

 

 

August 6 and 13 are still available to sign up for altar 

flowers. If you want to put flowers around the altar in 

honor or memory of someone, you can either sign up in 

the hallway of the Worship Center at church or contact 

Susan McCormick this month at.228-327-8052. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SUNDAY EVENING BIBLE STUDY 

5-6 P.M. IN CONFERENCE ROOM 
“Genesis to Revelations—The Book of John” 

This thirteen week study is led by Brother Andy. 

Everyone is welcomed to be part of this study. 

 

THURSDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY 

The Thursday Morning Bible study has chosen Dr. 

Sandra Richter's Epic of Eden, which communicates a 

history of God’s redeeming grace from the Garden of 

Eden to the gate of the New Jerusalem. The class meets 

at 9 a.m.in the conference room. This 12-week DVD 

study will start August 31 and end November 16.  

If interested in joining, please contact Opal Currie  

(228-623-1666) 

 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 

Tuesday Mornings 7:30 - 8:30 am at Sara Sue's  

3019 Magnolia Street 

 

ADULT BIBLE STUDY:   

WEDNESDAY NIGHTS  

JULY/AUG 2017 

ANIMATE PRACTICES: 

Began July 12 

 

Experience core practices of the Christian 

faith with Animate Practices. In each 

Animate Practices session, the group will 

watch a video featuring a leading voice 

from the Christian faith, spend time on 

personal reflection and journaling, and 

share ideas with the group. : 

5. Money | The Joy of Sharing | Shane 

Claiborne/ Shane’s message can easily be 

construed as political, but he asks us to look beyond -

isms and -ologies to see financial generosity as a 

kingdom call, rather than a social position.  

 
 

Aug 4—Bob & Betty Burns 

Aug 21—Glen & Sidney Carol Murphey 

Aug 22—Chris & Linda Wiggins 

Aug 29—Bobby & Jonnie Rayborn 
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6. Service | The Needs Right in Front of You | Enuma 

Okoro/ Enuma is a seasoned traveler, having lived and 

worked in countries on four continents. But she 

encourages us to see the needs around us. This local 

context can give us a new understanding of what service 

really looks like.  

7. Community|An Unexpected Family|Doug Pagitt/Doug 

pushes us to think of community as more than just a nice 

idea. He invites us to remake our communities by 

bringing our gifts, our talents, and our ideas with us 

wherever we go. 

 

USHERS 

 
The Ushers for August are: Rick Hilsabeck, Brian 

Chapuis, David McCormick, J.W. Woodson  
If you are not listed and are willing to be an Usher, 

please let me know.  

(Carl Weihing) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

EXTRAORDINARY WORSHIP IN ORDINARY TIME 

(by Doug Wall) 
The United Methodist Church follows the pattern of 
the Liturgical or Christian Year. Most of us are 
familiar with the major seasons of Christmas, 
Easter and Pentecost and many know the seasons 
of Advent, Epiphany and Lent. While "Gulf Coast 
Summer" is not a church season, it does 
correspond to a time in the church known as 
Ordinary Time. The lessons and celebrations of 
preparation, birth, acknowledgement, sacrifice, 
death, resurrection and presence are past. The hot 
days of summer and fall, with a more relaxed 
worship style and cool, casual dress, are upon us. 
These months of Ordinary Time provide us a 
perfect opportunity to reflect on what we've 
experienced during the past church year and to 
anticipate a new year which will begin in early 

December when we "do it all over again". Let's 
remember and give thanks for the lessons we've 
learned and vow to make worship during Ordinary 
Time EXTRAORDINARY! 

 

 
TAILGATING PARTY/MISSIONS EVENT 

 

On August 19, EUMC will be 

hosting a Tailgating Party in 

the EUMC parking lot with a 

focus on our Backpack 

Buddies mission.  It is 

intended to allow all fans and 

teams to have their colors and 

spirit shine no matter the sport 

or team you desire to 

represent.  At the same time we are asking all present to 

bring a donation for Backpack Buddies in the form of a 

package of single serve food items appropriate for that 

ministry. So as we support this fine ministry, we will 

enjoy food, fun, games and above all, fellowship!  The 

plan is for Eastlawn to provide the hamburgers and 

hotdogs and for each participant to bring something to 

share in the form of a game, a food item or a great story.  

It will be a great family fun event!  Festivities will begin 

at 6 pm and conclude at 8 pm.   
 

We are asking for an RSVP to ensure that we have 

plenty of room for all the tents and participants.  Please 

consider attending.  Contact Pastor Andy at 

pastorandyumc@gmail.com or 228-219-3898 for 

reservations or further information. 

  

WEDNESDAY NIGHT DINNERS HAVE RETURNED! 

August 16 – Chicken Spaghetti, Green peas, salad, rolls, 

tea & Dessert 

August 23 – Baked Potatoes, Salad, Tea & Dessert 

August 30—Hamburgers, tater tots, tea & Dessert 

 

Counters for August 
Jerry Clements 

Lesa Larsen 
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DELORES ENGEL CIRCLE 
The Delores Engel Circle meets Monday, August 28, at 

6 pm in the Church Parlor.  Our program will be given 

by Brenda Lancaster with CASA. 

 

MAMIE KIMBROUGH CIRCLE 
The Mamie Kimbrough Circle hosted an appreciation 

luncheon for approximately 

65 members of the 

Pascagoula Police 

Department on July 20.  

The members of the circle 

enjoyed honoring these 

men and women with a 

delicious meal, live 

entertainment, and fellowship. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

UMM at Work 
Today men from the UMM 

of Eastlawn came together 

to build a bridge into Glen 

Murphey's back yard. Jerry 

McPhail, Carl Weihing, 

Bootsie Larsen, Winfred 

Morie, Wayne Currie, 

Doug Ros and Brother 

Andy worked together to 

help build a venue for 

Glen's trips to the 

backyard. More than all of 

that, God's people were 

working for one of God's people. Awesome! 

Sidney Carol and Glen are so appreciative of the 

wheelchair ramp built by Bro. Andy and several of the 

church members.  Sidney 

Carol said, “Glen has missed 

being able to work in the 

yard and seeing his plants 

grow, especially his palm 

trees.  No doubt, the building 

of “Glen's bridge” to the 

outside is part of a wonderful 

ministry at Eastlawn.  We 

want to thank everyone 

involved for helping him 

regain a part of his 

independence 

 

 

As a part of our overall church security 
during worship please note that the 
ministry center and the education 
buildings will be locked during Sunday 
worship times. In order to access these 
locations during worship, please see the 
ushers in the narthex. Thank you 
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VBS SUCCESS! 
 

We had a great 

time learning 

about God and 

all the plans 

he has for all 

of his 

superheros 

this year 

during our Hero Central VBS. Our average attendance 

was 45 children each night. Our adult helpers were 

awesome. We had delicious food, the most amazing 

drama sessions, and the crafts were so much fun that the 

children did not 

want to leave this 

station each night. 

Our games were the 

best yet! Words 

cannot express how 

much I appreciate 

each and every one 

that came and gave 

their time and effort 

to help us have a 

great VBS. 

 
WEDNESDAY NIGHT CHILDREN’S ACTIVITIES 

 

Our Wednesday Night Children’s activities will start 

August 16
th
 at 6PM. We are excited to see what GOD 

has in store for us this school year. Make sure and don’t 

miss and bring a friend. 
 

If you are interested in 

helping with the children in 

any activity (Sunday School, 

Children’s Church, 

Wednesday Nights) please 

contact Susie at 228-623-

3026 or 

susieriley1225@hotmail.com 

 

 

FINANCIALLY FAITHFUL 

 

BUDGET FOR 2017 

      $351,582 

TITHES FOR 2017(YTD) 

      $213,017 

BENEVOLENCE FUND 

      $3,133 

 

Interested in having your Tithes or Building Fund 

Commitment automatically withdrawn from your 

checking account? Forms are available in the church 

foyer. If you need help filling out the form, please call 

the church office or Beth Chapuis (424-4333). 

 

 

A little over a month ago, due to your 
generous donations, I had the pleasure of 
attending the youth conference at Lake 
Junaluska. After the cramped 12 hour bus ride, 
I was definitely excited to be there. North 
Carolina mountains are some of the most 
beautiful places to be overwhelmed by the 
presence of God. I will never forget the 
uplifting conversations and loving atmosphere 
that I experienced at camp. Thank you for 
your kindness and support!        Mimi Newton 
 
 

YOUTH WELCOME PARTY!! 

CALLING ALL NEW 7TH GRADERS 

 

On Wednesday, August 

23, we are having a 

“Welcome/Get 

Acquainted” Party for our 

new incoming 7th graders. The party will be 

during our regular time at 6:00 pm. This 

special event will include “stupid (but fun) 

games”, a discussion of upcoming activities, 

delicious home-made ice cream & more. 

Please plan on coming and bring a friend!! 
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CHECK OUT OUR CHURCH 

PROGRAMS!! 

 

 

WORSHIP ON SUNDAY 

8:30am – Casual Service and Communion  

(2
nd

 and 4
th
 Sundays) 

9:45am - Sunday School 

11:00am - Worship Service  

5:00pm – Adult Small Group Study 

6:00pm – Casual Service and Communion (1
st
, 3

rd
 and 

5
th
 Sundays) 

 

Wednesdays 

5:00pm - Dinner 

6:00pm – Adult Small Group Study, Children's and 

Youth Activities 

 

Casual Service and Communion: 

These services are intended to provide a weekly 

opportunity for communion to be received in a worship 

format.  The service is a more relaxed atmosphere and 

order of service.  The morning service is forty five 

minutes in length. The evening service is held café style 

in our Youth Ministries Area and is led by the Youth 

Praise and Worship Team 

 

Sunday School: 9:45am – 10:45am 

The adult Sunday School programming currently 

consists of three classes.   

 

G.I.F.T.E.D. SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASS 
If you're in an approximate age range in the 30's to 
somewhere in the 50's, please feel welcome to join 
the young adult class called G.I.F.T.E.D. (or 
"Growing In Faith Together Every Day") We meet 
from 9:45 till about 10:35 each Sunday morning. 
Robin and Carl Weihing 
 

FRIENDSHIP SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASS 

The Friendship Sunday School Class is currently 
using The Story for their lessons through the Bible. 
Each week the class is discussing the next story 
following the Bible timeline.  New members, old 
members and visitors are welcomed each Sunday. 
Please join us in the conference room by 9:45 a.m.  

 

JOYCE HAMILTON SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASS 

The Joyce Hamilton Class meets at 9:45 a.m.  Visitors 

are encouraged to attend.  Please join us in Room 201. 

 

GENERAL CLASS DESCRIPTIONS: 

 

Adult Small Group Study: Sunday Evenings 

5:00pm – 6:00pm 

These studies are focused on personal discipleship, 

generally led by the pastor, and consist of video driven 

book studies selected for the growth of the participants. 

This time is dedicated to personal growth and is open to 

all participants who desire to come, regardless of their 

personal level of understanding or commitment to 

Christ.   

 

Adult Small Group Study: Wednesday  

6:00pm – 7:00pm 

These studies are for individual spiritual growth and 

understanding designed to address issues Christians face 

every day in such a way as to reflect Christ to the world 

in their response. The casual atmosphere allows each 

person the safe space necessary to discuss deeper issues 

of faith with others 

 

Adult Mid-week Study: Thursday  

9:00am – 11:00am 

These inspirational studies focus on biblical issues and 

historical connections.  This group is attended by women 

who are from several local churches. It is well known for 

its fellowship and strong spiritual formation studies. 

 

Young Adult: Sunday School 9:45am – 10:45am 

G.I.F.T.E.D. 

The young adult Sunday School class consists of a group 

of young people ranging from 30’s to 50’s.  The group 

consists of both singles and married couples.  This group 

studies a variety of topics from Bible studies to studies 

by contemporary Christian writers. 

 

Next Month we will look at the Youth 

Programs in our Church in detail.  Stay Tuned!! 
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EASTLAWN UMC STAFF 

2502 Ingalls Ave. Pascagoula, MS 

228-762-2364 

Rev. Andy Collette Pastor 

Robert Weathersby Lay Pastor 

David Westfaul  Organist 

Doug Wall  Choir/Handbell Director 

Susie Riley  Children’s/Family Minister 

Rachel Goff  Children’s Music Director 

Lashunda Taulbee Administrative Assistant 

Charlene Gibson  Nursery 

Amy Davis  Nursery 

Brenda McCormick Day Care Director 

A Day at the WWII Memorial 

By Carl Weihing 

 
On Friday July 7, seven men from Eastlawn joined other 

UMM members from Gautier, Wesley, St. Paul’s, and 

Rosedale on a bus trip to New Orleans to tour the World 

War II Museum.  It was a very enjoyable day where we 

not only got to tour a national treasure museum but we 

also got to enjoy the fellowship from fellow UMM 

organizations and partake in two great meals.  The men 

from Eastlawn were Bootsie Larsen, Doug Ross, Ike 

Burks, Wayne Currie, Bruce Cole, Pastor Andy Collette, 

and I.  We were joined by Tom McKinny, Don Leo, Will 

Tanehill, Phil McCreedy, Carrol Brooks, Mike 

Bobbinger, Dale Beaugez, and Ray Vanvalkenburg.  We 

started the day off with a hearty breakfast at the Cast 

Iron Skillet in Gautier after which our courageous bus 

driver (Brother Andy) drove us to New Orleans where 

our trip had been arranged.  We were greeted by the staff 

there that provided our tickets and credentials to be able 

to enter all of the exhibits.  After touring for a good four 

hours, our gentlemanly horde who were posing for a 

group photo, was approached by several young people 

and shook all of our hands and thanked us for our 

service.  They had noticed the ball caps of some of our 

group indicating that they were veterans and assumed all 

of us were also veterans.  It was very much appreciated 

by all of us.   

 

I will have to admit that I did could not get enough of 

this museum.  There was a 20 minute video that put you 

in the middle of various combat scenes and had you 

feeling and hearing every spine tingling moment of air 

combat, jungle warfare, and street by street firefights.  

Unbelievable experience!  Numerous aircraft and 

military vehicles are on display with in-detail 

information about their use and history during WWII.   

 

We also toured through two other exhibits that took you 

from Pearl Harbor through the Pacific theater to the 

war’s end with the atomic bomb, and a separate exhibit 

through the war in Europe. I was fascinated by the 

personal stories and the details of the Allied strategy, 

victories and defeats.  It was quite a day of touring and 

one that wasn’t finished for me.  I didn’t get to see 

everything in four hours and I made a promise to go 

back and finish one day. 

 

After Andy guided us safely home through the Friday 

afternoon New Orleans rush hour traffic, we enjoyed a 

great gourmet burger at Red Robin in Slidell before 

returning.   I want to thank Brother Andy for setting this 

trip up and inviting our EUMC Men along on a 

memorable day 
 

If you are interested in joining the Eastlawn 

Family or just have questions about the 

church, please talk with Brother Andy. Call 

him at 228-219-3898. His email is 

pastorandyumc@gmail.com. 
 

The Eastlawn Journey is a monthly publication 

of Eastlawn United Methodist Church.  Send  

inquiries, pictures, and info to 

Eastlawnjourney@gmail.com. 


